Fourth Quarter
2019
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Christmas & Adventure
Funds
We know that even Santa needs a break
sometimes, so start saving for next
Christmas or even your next adventure!

BOOMER-What??
BOOMERANG
Cashback Rewards!


When making a purchase, run
your Calhoun Banks Debit
card as credit (without a PIN)
to receive 0.5% cash back on
purchases. Earn up to $25 a
month.



If you are unsure of how to
run the card, ask your cashier
how to run your card as credit.



You can always give us a call
if you have any questions!

Updated Certificate of Deposit
(CD) Rates as of 12/19/19
24-month Bump Up 1.76%
*Annual percentage yield is accurate
as of 12/19/19 and is subject to change
without notice.
Minimum deposit of $100 required.
The interest rate on your account is
1.75% with an APY of 1.76%.
Minimum balance required to receive
the state APY is $0.01. You may bump
up the interest rate on
this 24-month CD. We may impose a
penalty if you with draw any or all
funds before maturity. The
Penalty imposed will equal 90 days of
interest on your account, and may
invade principal.



It only takes $2.00 to open a fund
account.



Christmas Fund accounts may be
opened on or after November 15th.



Adventure Fund accounts may be
opened on or after May 15th.



Interest will be compounded and
credited annually for both account
types at maturity.



Continued on page 4

www.calhounbanks.com
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Grantsville: 304.345.6106
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Elizabeth: 304.275.0996
Glenville: 304.462.5051
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●

Evaluate your security settings. Most
devices offer a variety of features that you

can tailor to meet your needs and
requirements. Enabling certain features to
increase convenience or functionality may
leave you more at risk. It is important to
examine the settings—particularly security
settings—and select options that meet your
needs without putting you at increased risk.
If you install a patch or a new version of
software, or if you become aware of
something that might affect your device,
reevaluate your settings to make sure they
are still appropriate.
●

Ensure

you

have

up-to-date

software. When manufacturers become
aware of vulnerabilities in their products,
they often issue patches to fix the problem.

CYBERSECURITY
AWARENESS

Patches are software updates that fix a
particular issue or vulnerability within your

device’s software. Make sure to apply

The Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA)

relevant patches as soon as possible to

recommends users review CISA Tips on Securing the Internet

protect your devices.

of Things (IoT), Preventing and Responding to Identity Theft,
and Avoiding Social Engineering and Phishing Attacks, as
well as the following steps to make IoT devices more secure:
●

Use multi-factor authentication when available. Many
manufacturers offer users the option to protect accounts with
multi-factor authentication (MFA). MFA adds another layer of

security and can significantly reduce the impact of a password
compromise because the malicious cyber actor needs the other

●

Connect carefully. Once your device is
connected

to

the

internet,

it’s

also

connected to millions of other computers,
which could allow attackers access to your
device.

Consider

whether

continuous

connectivity to the internet is necessary. If
it isn’t, disconnect.

factor—often the user’s mobile phone—for authentication.
●

Use strong passwords. Passwords are a common form of
authentication and are often the only barrier between you and
your personal information. Some internet-enabled devices are
configured with default passwords to simplify setup. These
default passwords are easily found online, so they don't provide
any protection. Choose strong passwords to help secure your

device.
Sources:
https://www.us-cert.gov/ncas/current-activity/2019/12/31/secure-new-internet-connected-devices
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With tax season approaching, beware
of IRS Tax Scams. Remember, the IRS
will NOT call, email, text message, or
use social media as an initial form of
contact. They WILL NOT demand
immediate payment using a specific
method such as a prepaid debit card,
gift card, or wire transfer. Payments
should only be made to the U.S.
Treasury when billed.

Scams Targeting Tax Professionals

Scams Targeting Taxpayers

Tax professionals are frequent targets for identify thieves.

One of the most recent scams come in the

Identity thieves are often sophisticated and organized. They

form of a social security number scam.

are gathering personal data to file fraudulent federal and state

SSN scammers claim to be able to suspend

income tax returns. Whether you work for a firm or own your

or cancel a victim’s SSN.

own business, beware of emails or phone calls with the means
of stealing information such as computer passwords, EFINs or

How to Know if it’s a Scam

CAF numbers, e-Services passwords, etc. Protect your clients;

Taxpayers should never feel pressured or

protect yourself. (Source: https://www.irs.gov/tax-professionals/

threatened by the IRS. The IRS will not

protect-your-clients-protect-yourself )

threaten to immediately bring in local police, nor will they bring in other lawenforcement groups to have the taxpayer

Scammers Posing as Taxpayer Advocacy Panel
In an effort to trick taxpayers into giving up their personal/
financial information, emails are sent out as phishing scams.
Taxpayers have received emails that look to be from the Taxpayer Advocacy Panel (TAP) regarding tax refunds. DO NOT
click on links. DO NOT respond. Forward the email to phish-

arrested for not paying. The IRS will not

demand taxes to be paid without giving the
taxpayer the opportunity to question or
appeal the amount owed. (Source: https://
www.irs.gov/newsroom/taxpayers-should-be-onthe-lookout-for-new-version-of-ssn-scam )

ing@irs.gov.
TAP does not request nor has the access to personal/financial
information of taxpayers.
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“Calhoun Banks supports our
communities in a variety of
ways. After lots of practice,
our employees participated in
a basketball tournament with
proceeds going to the Gilmer
County Senior Citizens Meals
on Wheels Program. Through
a lot of teamwork, we won the
tournament and had a blast in
the process.”

“It makes you proud to see
your coworkers constantly
looking for opportunities to
give back or help in the
community and encouraging others to pitch in as
well.”

Our year in review!
Let’s keep up the positivity in 2020!

“This year has been
full of joy here at
Calhoun Banks; being a co-worker is
sometimes like being
part of a big family!”

“It’s a blessing working for a business that
allows you to have
fun. Stop by during
the holidays and
you’ll see what I
mean.”

“I love my
bank!”

“It’s great working for a
community bank that
has a small town atmosphere. Knowing that
we are here to help and
not take advantage of
people makes my job
very rewarding.”

“I’m proud to be a Calhoun Banks employee,
we offer services to our
wonderful customer base
that other banks would
disregard. This is the best
place for career opportunities in our area.”

“Hometown bank
with hometown values
who cares about their
customers and their
needs.”

“Being happy doesn’t
go unnoticed at Calhoun Banks; a customer
described me as jolly!”

“Great
hometown
bank with
even better
employees.”

“Calhoun Banks is a wonderful financial institution. They
go above and beyond to
make sure their customers
are well taken care of. Not
only do they take care of
their customers, they also
take care of their community.”

“Great service—
friendly
hometown feeling”

“Great folks here and
get a good interest
rate at the same time!”
“Two thumbs
up!”

Christmas & Adventure Fund
con’t.


Variable Rate: The interest rate and
annual percentage yield (APY) may
be changed at any time at the bank’s
discretion.



Interest begins to accrue on the
business day you deposit any noncash items, such as a check.



If you close the account before interest is credited, you will not receive the accrued interest.



This account is only available to
individuals, not businesses.



Withdrawals may constitute the
closure of your account.
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OUR FALL WINNERS
‘Holiday Dinner On Us’ Winners:

Coloring Contest Winners:
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IN OUR COMMUNITIES

Brad presenting a donation to Calhoun County
High School to purchase T-shirts for the boys’
basketball team.

Royce presenting a donation to Gilmer County
High School for a new wrestling mat.

Holidays at Calhoun Banks
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